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he various Porn; it hath takens; and, tho? 
dmetimes Matters appeared to have a very 
lifmal Aipe&; yet I could not but take 


ut uch and Peace, Which were hoth in N 
ger in! ihe Courſe of FTI Hirt 
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otice, hide ko watchful Care of our Blef- - 
4 Redeemer; the chief Shepherd, did fe- 
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And now, That this Aſſembly, after ſud 
mature Deliberation, long and ſtrenpo! 
Nleadings and Reaſonings, which to the v. 
ry laſt, appeared to be ſo diſtant from on 
another, have centered unanimouſiy in a Ser 
tence, wherein, I hope, 9 judicioij 
Perſon will be perſuaded of the Triumph 
Truth over Error, tho they may differ: 
to their Thoughts of what Cenſure ſhoulii 
have been inflicted on Mr. Simſon; I ca 
not but admire the Goodneſs of God, an 
ais Pity to this poor Church. r. 
I˖ͤ muſt indeed obſerve, That thro' all ti 
| Debates in the Aſſembly, no Man ever pr 
tended, to maintain or defend the Erro 
themſelves, charged upon Mr. Simſon, b 
commonly introduced their Speeghes in the 
HO Cauſe, with a Profeſſion of thetFSoundnelÞ® 
in tteſe Points: The Difference was chieflf 
24ãs to ſome Circumſtances of his Caſe, whicl 
they thought did either aggravate. or allevii” 
ate his Crime, or, as to the Weight and E 
g vidence of the Proof againſt him, or the ReF 
gal that ſhould be had to what Groundg 
| were offered for his Exculpation, and to hig 
own Profeſſions of Orthodoxy and Explica 
tions of his Words which were charged wit 
VDnſdundneſs, or what Sentence ſhould be 
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B inflicted. And indeed here was ſuch à large 8. 
Field for Reaſoning, and theſe appeared for 


| many Sederants to be of ſuch à different 
| Strain, that it was not expected that any 


uM ut 2 Vote, or carried but by a very {mall 


„een, tis more than probable, that a Divi- 


Jer . ', | : * 
ien of dangerous Conſequence, to this 
hurch, if not to other Churches, whoſe 


„„ 
ba Great were the Thoughts of H cart, and 


an Wae Tremblings of the Lord's People, leſt 

Wie Ark of God ſhould have got a wrong 
+7 ouch.in this Affair. How gloomy, and 
* Whe Committee appointed by the Aſſembly 
bulbe 15th Inſtant to deliberate upon an Over- 


thore to be laid before them next Day, could 
neflome to no Manner of Agreement, tho 
ieflney continued together the beſt Part of 
nic hat Night, and at length parted without 


evi een 8 | Arc 
1 Ead ſpent many Hours next Day, could a- 
Rel free in nothing but the common Narrative 


indÞf the Sentence, and that the reſpective O- 
, hipinions for aſpendine or depofing ſhould be 


a 


icaJ#id before the Aſſembly,  _ 
vici How frighful was the View, upon the 
| bene. Hand, that no higher Cenſure than a 
\ro 00 penſian till next Aſſembly, ſhould be in- 
for licted for ſuch grievous Errors found rele- 


anyFhich Caſe, theſe w 


Pentence could have been concluded with- 


on on ſuch à weighty Affair, would have 


yes have been upon us, waiting the Iſſue 


yet probable was the Aſpect thereof, when 


oming to any Reſolution; and when they 


ho were for his being 


ED 
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. . would have been ſo bad as in t 
Former Caſe) yet it might have occaſione 


not expreſs, / 


be carried by a Vote or a, ſmall Pluralit 
Matter, but ſpent many Hours i in Reaſc 


tion, ſo they came, on both Hands, t 
1 2 to one another, and to center in 


| Teſtimony x0 the Truths of God, in it 


W ehaſed, e to be refolyed to proteff ani 
_ Aiſſent from the Sentence of the 4 7 5 
Which might have introduced ſuch 4 
inentable Diviſion in this Church, as ag 
Nor have been ſoon eaſily ſettled. 
Aud, on the other Hand, had he | bet 
118 after ſuch Profeffions of Soyndne 

1 muſt own I do not ſee that the Cori 


ſome obvious bad Ry, Which I nee 


It is evident, That in <e- Reafoning s 
the! Aſſembly, which « were carried on di 
great Order and Gravity, tho? with no ſima 
Ceneſs and Concern, every, one who ſpok 
[ſeemed to have an Imprefſion of che baWal 
Conſequences of any Sentence that ſhoul 


and rherefore, as they did not hurry t 


| ning! to bring about an unanimous Reſolu 


Sentence, thar- appears in a great Meaſur 
to anſwer what every one. had in Vie 
we pert haps. not ſo fully 2 as They could hav 
7 That this ma) be fer ina clear Light, 
may be obſerved, That all were concerned F. 
that. this Aſſembly ſhould give an ainþlgi 
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tive 95 this Sentence. In like Manner all 
were concerned to teſtify their Diſſatisfacti- 
on with Mr. Szmſon's Errors, and his Con- 
duct inthe Courſe of this Proceſs; and there. 
Pore, no Man pretended to fay, that he di 3 
offi not: deſerve Depeſition, tho many 9 
in Regard” of the Profeſſions he had ow 
made of his Soundneſs, it would be hard 
to inflict on him that Cenſure, and perhaps 
Arkought, after a Year's Suſpenſion, he mig It 
be again intruſted with the Charge of 
i Youth. Others thought, That as 1. de- 
ſerved / Depoſition, ſo it ought tobe inflicted; 
and' thar, inflantly, he ſhould be put out of - 
all Capacity of Teaching or Preaching, - 
Aﬀer Per Reaſoning, each of theſe pame 
to yield ſome Part of their Mind. Theſe 
who were for a ſimple Suſpenſion came to 
grant, that it ſhould be /e 4 Safpenſs fon, 
Jas ſhould not, after a particular Time, fall 
of itſelf; but that it ſhould be ſtill open to 
any ſucceeding Aſſembly, either to continue 


jt as they ſhould fee Cauſe; and that even, 
this + preſe at  Saſpenſion ſhould not be reckoned , 


| we voter Fibel. for his contraveening the 
nel Act of Aſſembly 1717, whereby. be Ws 
mp] diſcharged | to SAL according to 

th Manner "he * erpreſſed himſelf in” T 
greg . n- 


it, or proceed to farther Cenſure, or do in 


the final Deciſion of this. whole Affair, ſee- 


Trinit); this is done in the Narra. 
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Anſwers to Mr. eben 8 Libel, and thaW:t 
Fresbyteries ſbould inſtruct their Com ec 


"+ miſhoners to the next Aſſembly, *hadfſ4, 
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the Mind of the whole Church ſhould be * 
known as to the final Determination of thiꝗ 
Affair. This being yielded by theſe whdlfſ:« 
. wet d for a ſimple Suſpenſion, theſe whe i 
ere for immediate Depoſition, did not wh 
further on that Demand, becaule they jud 
* Aſſembly by a Suſpenſion ſo expre of - 
45/3 circumſtanced, had given a plain TehiÞ h 
mony to Truth, and a ainſt Error, and had 
_ alſo provided againſt Mr. Simon's teaching 
or preaching, and that the Affair was ſtil 1 
open unto che next or ſubſequent Aſſembly 
hos altho', pe 9 each Party may have 
lome Unea lineſs, t it the Sentence was not o 
zu, all Points as they would have, inclined, 
*, the Canſideration of coming unto an , 
poanimous, Reſolution, and preventing offi 
what, without Doubt, would have been ar 
| formidable Diviſion, I hope will. preponde- f 
rate both with Miniſters and Chriſtians, Iz. 
and make every ſincerg Welwiſher to our Ie 
Dien think that the good. Hand of God I 
. hath been about them for Good. 4 
„But that you, or others to whom. you 
.* may communicate what 1 hay Ur 
dhe better judge of what I have. 
I here give you a ſhort Ty oo of 
ſtance of the Sentence, ſo far as I can Fall ty 
to. \Remembr ce, [iy e ki F NY 5 
1 ) ati ©: 
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naYcitive 01 Unt Mr. "Sinſui bath aubgoeoe 215 
m edged in the Papers given in by Rim te * 
the Aſſembly the 14th and x5th"Inftank, * 
beliwherein he expreſſed himſelf in Terms more 

hig ound than he had done before, both con- 
hc cetning the  Neceſfary*exiſtence and Genera. 
holltion of the Son of God, and the Titles 
OM urnmas Deas, and the Only True en 
dequally applicable to the Father and the 
son, and not in any lower Senſe to the Son 

than to the Father, and concerning the 5 
hree Perſons of the Godhead bein — 

ub ſtante or Eſſence. in Number. Theſe Sen- 
timents, ſo far as J can remember, the Al. . 
ly embly judged ſound as ſo expreſſed ; 10 
ve They do nevertheleſs, in Conſiders ition a 
norffof what is found relevant and proven a= _ 
ed, ainſt him, of his havin 0 thoſe. and utter 
AaWwhar is ſubverſive of theſe Truths, and 
of the Offence he hath given ; Suſpended. ay > 
n 2 from Teaching, Preaching, and all Exerciſe. 
de- of any Eccleſiaſtical Fun ion, until another 
ans, Ag ſſembly ſhall think fit to take off this Sen- 
Our Fence, and leave it to the next Aſſembly to 
30d ho concerning him as they ſhall think fit. 
ad likewiſe, there is a Reference to Preſ- 
vou y teries to inſtruct cheir Members to te 
nay ext Aſſembly as to what they ſhall think Wi 
ted, p oper to be further done. * 
fub- This Lthink is the Subſtance ofthe e 
U it And Lhope hereby you will ſee that our Church 
Na- Raye * to dete this Matter 4 in 4 
tive 3 4 very; h 
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agreeable Manher. And [ Gan only con 
eſud with this humble Advice, That yon 
12 end make the beſt Uſe you can of the 
Plain Topicks that I have ſuęgeſted, and tha 
33 ate founded on this Sentence, or that may 
otherwiſe occur to your ſelf, for quieting 
tze M indꝭ of ſuch as way be ready to charg 
this Church either with too much Leni: 
. ..__ Onthe one Hand, or too muc | deveritiy o 
 », theother, That which is chiefly to be re 
 gardedis the Glory of God, and the Hof 
ur of his "Truths; and next to that evet 
the 1 * Conviction of an Ui 


And who can fay, 
great Meaſure attained by the Progreſs anc 
Iſſue *of this Affair; the Truth is aſſeried 
Mt. "Simon has” rettaQed. and renounced hi 
eclared. his Grief for. the Trouble 
es Bas glyen to this Church, promiſed he 
6 _ thall never, thro' Grace, be found to do ſc 
" any-wore';'yet for what he hath done, he 
_ Sunder ſack: a' Sentence as pats him out © 
Caſe to teach or preach: And tho? the 
Church might indeed have proceeded to 
more ſevere Sentence, without any AQ 0 
 Injuſtice; yet, conſidering his : 
tion and Retraction, and Pro 
none will condemn them ſor what Compaf 
Fon they haye ſhewed to the poor Man 
. which may be à more probable Mean of re 
RI ain Him fully, and confirming: * 


but 46%; End is in 
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miſe, 1 hope 
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lu. geg of Soundneſs and Re b as 
on of his Errorf, than a Depoſition * of 
bers been, which perhaps might hade dri- Wy 
Von him to Irxitatign, and ſome obvious ir- 
2 lar Steps. me Lord may ſtill pre- 
ſerve this pcor Miel from both Error and 
—_ is and fal be the hearty Prayer | "0 
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